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Sir Randolph Knipe, Knt, 


EI Sermon, which you calld upon 
ne with ſo much Earneſineſs to 
make publick, by your particular 
Commiſſion, has the Honour to bear 
your Name in the Front of it. It 
is much to my advantage, that it 
appears abroad under the Patronage of a Gentle- 
man, whoſe Character alone will recommend and 
keep it up, notwithſtanding all the Defetts, 
which I am afraid in the Reading you will find, 
the I was ſo happy as to cover them from you in 
J SL WE CO SONY 
It bas We qu Uneaſineſs to me, that I did 
not immediately acquieſce, when you firſt men- 
tiond your Defire to fee it printed, Lecauſe it 
was juſt upus your returning to our Congregation, 
from which a publick Office in the City bad jo long 
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DEDICATION 


wit bdrawn you, where your exem lary Devotion, 
and exact Conformity to every Part of the Ser- 
vice, give you a Right to any thing that you are 


pleaſed to ask or command of me. I hope you will 


impute this to a common Fear or Concern, which 


every one has or ſhould have upon him, when he 


is engag d in this manner to appear in publick, 


and not to any want of Reſpect to you, which I 


Since ] have mention'd the publick Office you 
have lately born in this City, I cannot forbeay 
congratulating your particular good Fortune, that 


am ſure I am Figs in Gratituds end Conſcience 


not withſtanding the great Variety of Intereſts, 
which a Sheriff of London is engag'd in, the moſt 


Malevolent or Il. minded, even in theſe cenſarions 
divided Times, have not taken upon them to im. 


peach either your eAddreſs or your Patiencꝑ, your 


Juſtice or yow Wiſdom. This is 4 Happineſs 
20 bas not fallen to the Share of many of 745005 
very worthy Gentlemen, who have gore before 


you inthat Poſt, I am afraid the firſt thing any 


of your Fellow-Citizens condemn you for, will be 
the Encouragement you have honourd this Sermon 


with ; but both of us being engag*d by the ſame 'Z 
Motives, Love of our. native Country, Duty to 


our Lawful King, and Zeal for the Proteſtant 


| Religion, I believe any Cenſure or Reflection 


u Views, no unbhandſame Deſigns of Intereſt or 
Ambition ; I have diſcharged my Conſcience, and 


my Duty to Gad and the King, which, is Reward 


DEDICATION. 


enough, and as much as I look for: Methinks, 
my Country calls upon me, and every Clergyman, 
in the pathetick Language of the Mariners to 
Jonah, who lay aſleep in a Storm, when the Ship 
was ſinking, What meaneſt thou, that thou 
fleepeſt? Ariſe, call upon God, if ſo be, that 
he will think upon us, that we periſh not, 
r ns 7 3 ae 5 
It is amazing to me, that that Voice hes had 
no better Effect; that ſo many ſleep in the Tem- 
peſt which is rais'd in the Ringdom, who I am 
ſure mig t with good Succeſs Jay to thoſe Storms, 
Be ſtill, and put a ſtop to the Madneſs of the 
People: But they are all Wiſe, Good, and 
"Learned, and I the leaſt of the Brethren, and in 
Duty oblig*d to refrain from Cenſure ; I am only 
to Wait, and pray, that the Divine Ephphatha, 
that is, BE OPEN D, may be heard amongſt 
them; then will the Strings of all Tongues be 
loos d, and we ſhall all ſpeak PLAIN, St. Mark 
"A Il detain you no longer, than while I beg 
_ of you to eſteem me truly ſenſible of the Honour you 
do me in this, and of thoſe uninterrupted Civili- 
ties and Reſpects, which I have always receiv? 
from you, ſthice I have been ſo happy as to be your 
Miniſter ; and withall, how much they oblige me 
to thoſe Returns of Gratitude and Thankfulneſs, 
which a Miniſter ſo highly favour'd is able to 
make to ſo good, and ſo worthy a Pariſhioner. 
I ſhould be ungrateful, if I did not mention, 
with all due cAcknowledgments and Reſpect, 
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thoſe other Gentlemen of both eAuditorles, who in 
a Manner and at an Expence KRCOMMON, ave en. 
courag?d the Publication of this Diſcourſe. I 
hope God will bleſs the Undertaking, and all thoſe 
0 W given ſo much Help to it; which 1th 


Erg Prayer f, 


SIR, 
Tour moſt obedient Servant, 


in all Fairhfulneſs andGr 
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ProveRss xxiv. 21: 


My Son, fear thou the Lord, and 
-f them that are given to change. 


KH Principles, and allow'd Doctrines of the 
Church of Exgland, how ſtrictly they en- 
join Love, Fimour and Obedience to the 
Ring, and to all that are put in authority under 
him; if he were to conſider how carefully our 
Fathers have taught them us, and in Perſecu- 
tions gave us Examples of adhering to them 
even to Death, and alſo that we, the Sons of 


I a Man were to take a View of the ſettled 


this preſent Generation, have our ſelves univer- 


ſally glory'd in them, and urg'd with Zeal un- 
common, a due Conformity to them upon the 
Pain of Damnation; he would be apt to think, 
chat to diſcourſe upon this Subject in an Aſſem- 

bly of the Church of England, was, literally, be 
= 1g tant out of 10g He would conclude 

it as unneceſſary to exhort a Member of this 
bo Es SE Church 
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F The Pretences for the 


Church to love his King, ſo to love him as to 
keep his jaſt Commands, as it is to exhort him 
to la ow — 

But when he comes to conſider the Practice; 
of too many of us, how vaſtly- different they 
are from the Doctriues we have received and 
learnt ; when he reflects upon the preſent open 


Rebellion of ſome, and the ſecret Machinati- 


ons of more, againſt the King, his Dignity and 


Crown ; he will. immediately acquit the 


Preacher, and mourn with him the unhappy 
Neceſſity he is under of forming afreſh the 
Minds of a Multitude, and beginning his In- 


ſtructions a new, as if they were juſt arrived | 
from a State of Nature, without any Notion of | 


Government, or Authority ſapream. 
If I thought this Aſſertion too ſevere or un- 


charitable, I would endeavour at ſome Abate- 
ment of it ; but the Trumpet of Rebellion al- 
ready begun, the loud Alarms of a Civil War, 
drown the Calls of Charity, and will juſtify. 


the ſevereſt Way of expreſſing our Reſent- 


ment and Deteſtation of it. . 


 T would by no means be thought to level, 


and God forbid that I ſhould level, what has 


been, or what hereafter ſhall be ſaid, at all the 
Members of our Excellent Church. There are 


in it, God be prais'd, great Examples of Loy; 
alty and Obedience ; there are in it zow, and 


ever will be, Men that fear God, and the 
King too, good Subjects and good Chriſtians ; 


nay, it is impoſſible to be one without. the : 
other. But ſince there is ſo viſible a Defect ion 


of 
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preſent Rebellion, confidered. > JF: 


of many, T had almoſt call'd it e Macy; ſince 


they who appear to be foremoſt in this black 


Confpiracy of invading our Nation ind en- 
throning a Papiſt, were alſo foremoſt in our 
Eſteem as Lovers and Patriots of our Church; 


ſome Aſperity of Language and Reflection 


will not be look'd upon as criminal, by any 
virtuous or loyal Subject. — gy 
I hope every one that hears me has, or will 


endeavour hereafter to obtain, a Title to thoſe 


Epithets of Virtuous and Loyal; and then I 


= promiſe my ſelf your Candour, Patience, 
and 


Attention, while I endeayour to defend 


pyou from the evil Influences of ſuch bad Exam- 


ples; and while I exhort you, who remain 22 


tainted in'your Allegiance, not only to conti- 


nue ſo unto the end, but to endeavour alſo by 


all the Acts of unfeigned Obedience and Love, 
to attone for the want of it in ſome of the Bro- 


therhood ; by a very eminent ns of both, 


ellious Sons 


have caſt upon our Mother the Church; and to 


the Father of our Country, the King. In or- 
der to which I have made choice of theſe Words 
of Solomon, the wiſeſt of Kings, My Son, fear 


pay thoſe Arrears of Duty, which they owe to 


thou the Lord and the Ring, and medale not with 

= them that are given to change. 

Which Advice, tho? at firſt ſight it ſeems 

HE articular, is not addreſs'd to his owr Son, but 
do all the Sons of Wiſdom, to every true Child of 

W Religion and Loyalty, he {peaks as the good 

Father of his People, over whom he is ſet, 26 


35. 80S the 


The Pretenees for the . 
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the Miniſter of God for gal; and would endear 


himſelf to them by calling them his Sons. He 
puts them in mind of that Reverence and Du. 


ty, which they owe to Him, as their common 


Parent ; and of that Love and Regard which 
he, as their common Parent, owes to them: 


B calling them his Song, he acknowledges the 


ight they have to Protection and Defence 
from every Evil both at home and abroad; 


and to his continued Providence and Care, that 


every one might be eaſy and ſafe, as far as poſ- 
ſible, under his own Vine, and under his own 
Figtree ; at the ſame time intimating to them, 
that Returns of Gratitude and Love were his 


juſt ExpeQation ; which we certainly with- 
hold from him, if we were ſtubborn and per- 


verſe Children, if we left off to fear God, and 


to fear the King, and preſumed to meddle with 


them that were given to change. 


\ 
* 


Ide Fear of God and the Fear of the King | 
are ſo neceſſarily dependant the one on the o- 


ther, that where the one is, the other will al. 
ways have a place; and where the one is laid 
aſide, the other is abandon'd alſo. It is not 


poſſible to believe that a Man can pay all aw 


ful Reverence and Regard to God the Supream 
Governour of the World, who ſhews conti- 
nued Diſreſpects to his Vicegerents, and diſ- 


| honours daily his Anointed ones. Whatever 


Honour or Diſhonour we do to them, we do 
/// oi i ann dt. 
And therefore, though a Man ſet up for the 


greateſt Patriot, though he appear 4 the 1 moſt 
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preſent Rebellion, conſidered. 
nxꝛealous of all for his Religion, and his Follow. 
ers cry aloud the Temple of the Lord, the 
Gharch of England; if they act in direct Oppo-' 
ſition to the Principles of that Church, rebel- 
ling openly againſt the Supream Head of it 
here on Earth, their Noiſe and Zeal is Hypo- 
crifie and Cheat, and is only to cover. Deſigns 
they dare not openly own. To pretend to 
fear God, that is, to be truly Religious, and 
refuſe to ſwear Allegiance to the King, or to 
break the Oath when they have taken it, has 
ſomething in it very extraordinary; and is the 
oddeſt Way in Nature of obtaining the Chara- 
For this Reaſon it is, that Soſomom is ſo par- 
ticular in his Advice; for though, as I faid he- 
fore, the fear of God does neceſſarily imply 
the fear of the Ring too; yet becauſe ſume Men 
did pretend to fear God, and yet withdraw 
_ themſelves from their Allegiance to the King, 
he is very expreſs, and mentions both, and ag 
the fear of God is uſually in Scripture put for 
the whole of Religion, for an exact and uniform 
Obedience to his Commands, ſo the fear of the 
Mug as properly includes a ready and chearful 
performance of every Duty incumbent on us as 
Subjects and Chriſtians ; and the Command, 
not to meddle with them that are given to change, 
being immediately ſubjoyn'd to the other, fear 
God, and the Kjns, it is plain, that Solomon did 
look upon any Engagement or Concern, di- 
realy or indirectly with the Lovers of Novel- 
ty and Change, deſtructive of that fear of 
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and the King, which every one in Subjection 


_ ought to live, and to die in. 


There are .indeed different Changes which- 
Men are given to, according to their different 
Conceits, Intereſts, or Reſentments, and there 


is the ſame variety in the Methods by which 


they purſue and carry on the Change they aim 
at; but they all tend to the ſame thing, direct- 
ly or in their Conſequences, they ſtrike at Go-' 


vernment, they ſhew an abſence of that fear 


of Gad and the King, which the Text adviſes 


us to, and it makes us equally Criminal in 
the Eyes of God; though railing at the King, 


arraigning and condemning his Counſellors, 
ſpreading defamatory Libels, ſowing TJealou- 
fies amongſt his People, be not actual Reſi- 
ftance or Rebellion, yet they are the firſt and 


common advances to it; and he whoſe Con- 

ſcience allows him in thoſe Things, can never 
be ſuppos'd to obey, or to refrain from Rebel. 

lion for Copſcience-ſake, but for his 'own ſake, 


for fear of the Gibbet, which daily reminds 
him of the Conſequences of Rebellion. And 


his Obedience with thoſe Circumſtances attend. 


ing it, will but little avail him in the Eye of 


the King; and will avail him leſs, nay, will 
be ſeverely puniſh'd, even with the rankeſt 


Reba DEE ') ĩ oo 9). 
Upon ſuch Conſiderations perhaps as theſe, 


the wiſe Man in the Text forbids in general, 
not to meddle with them that are given to 
Change; he does not mention any particular 
Change, becauſe any attempt*to alter a Go- 


vernment 
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preſent Rebellion, conſidered. 7 
vernment eftabliſh'd, and ſettled according to 
the Conſtitution of the Kingdom, was highly 
Criminal, in every Degree of it, in every Step 
towards it, and every Species of Change or 
Alteration, that can be intended. 1 
But though the Text in general Terms, for- 
bids us to meddle with any Change in Go- 
vernment whatever; give me leave to comply 
with the Neceſſity of the Times, and to be 
Particular 1n the remainder of this Diſcourſe. 
We have been told from the Throne, that 
a Change in this Government is actually at- 
tempted ; and this we have ſeen confirm'd, to 
the Amazement of all good Subjects, by ſecret” 
Murmurs and Revilings, by open Outrages, 
and Inſults upon Authority, by ſeditious and 
tumultuous Riots, by proclaiming another 
King, and erecting his Standard in full Defi- 
| ance of our true, rightful Sovereign GEORGE, 
whom God, his own Lineal, Hereditary Right, 
and the E/tates of this Realm, according to the 
known Laws, and Uſages of it, have call'd to 
be our King, and to exerciſe Dominion over 
1 


With thoſe that are given to this Change, 
it is-your Duty not to medale, and it is my Duty 
in the Name of God and of the King, to beſeech, 
to exhort, to charge you ever to forbear it. 
That I may do this with the greater Suc- J 
ceſs, and that you may more willingly acqui- | 
eſce in it; I wall ſhew, F 


I. What 


F 2 The Pretences for the 


I. What the Change is, which at this time 
zs too apparently intended. 
II. I wil confider the Pretences, and Rea- 
ſons which are given for it. 
III. Exhort you rot to meddle with them 
that are given to ir. 


I begin with the Fitſt. 


I. What the Change is, which at this time 

is too apparently intended, 
And this I do not mention ſo much for your 
Information, becauſe you cannot be ignorant of 
it in the main, as I do to raiſe your Averſion 
to it, and Abhorrence of it. Is there an Exghfh 
Proteſtant of ſo cold a Conſtitution, as not to 
fire immediately, when he hears of changing 
a Proteſtant King, deſcended without Diſput: 
from a long Race of Royal Progenitors, Kings 
and Princes of our Land, inamour'd of our 
Conſtitution, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, delight- 
ing in Juſtice and Mercy, averſe to Tyranny, 
and pleas'd to ſee his People in that Liberty, 


* * 


 Wherewith our Laws have made us fre. 
Would he not burn with Rage, I fay, to hear 
of giving ſuch a Prince, for a Youth of a diſpu- 
ted Parentage, biggotted to the Popiſh Faith, 
ſworn a Child at the Altar to bear perpetual 

Enmity to. our Church, to ſeek the Ruin of it 
upon Pain of Damnation, taught to deteſt our 
happy Conſtitution, which ſhuts the Doors of 
our Kingdom againſt him; a- Youth taught to 
„„ 1 „ 
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© preſent Rebellion, confidered. 9 
govern only with Rods of Iron, by Force of 
Arms, Excommunications, Inquiſitions, Fire 

and Faggot, and all the Artillery of the Church 
of Rome; a Youth big with Revenge, and im- 
patient to execute it upon us, whom he vainly 
calls his People, and his Subjects. 5 

Unhappy Change! ſo fatal and deſtructive 
to us all, that one would think, as nothing 
but the higheſt Infatuation could move the 

| Contrivers of it to attempt it, ſo nothing but 

the ſame Witchcraft can move the main Body 

of this Kingdom to accept it. And therefore, 

let us conſider, | 1 


x 


II. The Pretences that are made to juſtify 
their Conſciences and their Conduct in fo wild 
and wicked an Undertaking. 5 
And here I would firſt beſpeak your fa vour- 
able Sentiments, that you would not impute 
my engaging in this Subject, to any vain op'« 
nion of my own Abilities, which I acknow- 
ledge greatly Inferiour, or to any Inclination 
to intermeddle in the Affairs of Kingdoms, but 
impute it ta the Command of our Sovereign, 
and our Biſhop, to the Promiſes that we late · 
1 them both in perſonal Addreſſes, viz. 
hat we would inſtil good Principles into the 
Minds of our reſpective Congregations, that 
we would endeavour to ſer them right in 
their Notions of Obedience, and furniſh them 
out with ſuch Doctrines, as would make them 
good Subjects, and good Chriſtian, _ 
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their want of Spirit to look up, and feel when 


| yet made manifeſt, in all the variety of At- 
tempts to that Purpoſe ; the Laws I am 
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Tron in the Proteſtant Line. 
24h. They would redeem their Fellow-Sub- 

: "es, fon their Oppreſſions under his 

Majeſty's Government, r. 
34%. They would ſecure the Church of 
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: The would reſtore, &. 
It wou 


11d ill become me, the Courſe of 

whoſe Studies has been always bent another 
Way, to preſume to give you a detail of all 

thoſe numerous Laws and Statutes, Ancient 
and Modern, which limit and ſettle the Rights 

and Claims of the Crown; but we may all 

affirm this, that from the King to the moſt 

inſeriour Subject, there is no Demand of Rzg/, 

but what the Laws of the Realm derive to 

them; Unalienable, Indefeaſible, Hereditary, 
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Tyrants and Oppreſſors, and a few black me- 
lancholy Men, who learn to obey from the 
Phlegm and Indolence of their Tempers, and 


they gre oppren ds ,.- ©, 
But what Right the preſent Pretender to, 
Dominion over us has, from our Laws, is not 


ſure 
are 


* 


. * | 
Perſon, is grievous enough to a generous Mind, 


Jon of a Ki 


- 


ive him any Rzght or Title, even that is {6 


much weaken'd by the Circumſtances attend- 
ing oa it, chat noching but a very implicit Fair ij 


can move us to believe it. 
Jo be forc'd to reflect upon the Birth of « 


and mor 


when the Perſon is the reputec 


ed upon this Exigency, that the Conduct of his 


ſuppoſed * the Day of her Travail, 


gave a peculiar Unhappineſs to his Caſe; that 


1 


one openly; to the utmoſt Extent of Decency; 


the Care that ſhould have been taken to con- 
vince the proper Perſons of his real Relation td 
| her, was employ'd in making it a Secret, and 
hiding it from them; which expoſes his Birth 
to many, and ſo fair Objections, that I ami con- 
fident, the greateſt Stickler for his Hereditary 


13 would not lcave his reputed Son the 


ate of an ancient Family, if his Legitimacy 


was attended with ſo mary Objections; and ſo. 
fairly open to the Suſpicions of Impolture 5 nor 
would any Son; ſuppoſe him Legitimate, rhink 
himfelf injur'd, when left out of the Succeſſion, 
for Want of the Qualifications (Which he refa, 
to bring with him; chough made by Law) ne- 
ceſfary. and eſſential to the Inheritance: 
This Notion of Right has been fo fairly ind | 
clearly confured, upon the Foot of our Conſtituti- 
on; by the Learned Dr. Higden, now with God, 
that His Adverſaries have only raid e, oh 


E 7 


preſent Rebellion, confidered. 11 
are expreſs againſt him, and if his Birth could 


ng, but we muſt bear: to be remind- 


as done in a Corner, which ſhould have been 


. rr rm tes Oe OY Ys ys Oo * — —— * - 


2 


— — 


3 


— CR * 


12 a The Pretences for the A 


him, and have never anſwer'd him any othet 


way, than by calling Books an * fo we 
Let not this Pretence therefore make any 


Impreſſions upon you; it is a Bait laid only to 


catch the Unwary, to work upon the znduly 


Compaſſionate, and to give ſome ſort of Gloſs 


to an impious Rebellion. Suffer it not to with- 


draw you from your Allegiance to your pre- 


ſent lawful Sovereign; let it not make any Al- 


teration in your good Eſteem of him; lead 
him, tho? he be thy Brother, before a Ruler, 
who ventures by ſuch Infinuations to tempt 


thee from thy Duty, or to 


© & 


unſheatli thy Sword 


* 


Ax ah. There is another Pretence for this Re- 
bellion, That they would redeem their Fellow - 


Subjects from their Oppreſſions under his Ma- 


jeſty's Government. 


Ibere never yet was a Rebellion, but Re 
demption from Oppreſſion was one of the pre-. 


tended Motives to it; and that Arch-Rebel 


| beyond the Tweed, who has erected a Standard, 


and calPd it by the-Name-of a King, whom 


we know not, in his Declaration tells us, he is 
come to redeem us from Oppreſſion ; but in his 


great Modeſty he is ſilent as to the Nature of 


the Oppreſſion, wherein it eonſiſts, or in what 


manner we are afflicted with it. So Cora 


oſhered in his Rebellion againſt Moſes, a Man 
of ſo little Ambition, ſo little inchn'd to Power, 


that he is recorded in Holy Writ as the meekef! 


* 


Men upon Earthy and yet to give ſome colour 


ia 


TN TT ER_— 


never was more apparently 
this, OE + 5 5 


preſent Rebellion, eonfilered. 13 
to his Rebellion, he charges him before the Peo- 


4 that he took too much apon him, Numb. 16. 


80 Jeroboam, when he had detertilined to 


fevolt, complain'd to Rehoboam of the grievous 


Services, and henty Toke, which his Father had 


on vo all the Congregatiov, 1 Kings 12. 4. 


ere is indeed a keen Appetite in the greateſt 
part of Mankind, to hear Evil of their Gover- 


- n6urs, and to believe as well as to report it to 


de true, tho they are in a manner convinc'd 
of the contrary, This Inclination has been of 


Feat" Service in Seditions and Rebellions; to 
_ redeem Fellow-Subjefts from Slavery, or Op- 
preſſion, is extremely popular; it ſtrikes home 


upon the giddy Multitude, and every one is 
proud of being @ Patriot of Liberty, 
But as in moſt Rebellions the Pretence is 


only feigned, and the Noiſe of Oppreſſion a 


Lie, a Cheat upon the 2 14 certainly it 
21 o in any than in 
It is not long ſince God blefs'd this Nation 


with his Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the 
Throne; it will therefore be no difficulty to 


look back, and recoſlect the ſeveral Paſſages of 
his Reign, from the time that we all unani 
mouſly put the Scepter into his Hand, to this 


time, that the Treacherous and Ungrateful 


would impioully wreſt it out. And here I ap- 
peal to the moſt diſcontented, ro the moſt re- 
bellious Breaſt; whoſe Right has he taken? 


Whom has he oppreſsd? What Promiſe ot 


what Law has he broken? What Part of our 


Conſti- 


not his Royal W 74 that he. 0 a; 


W from the Raamples of 
ſors unde 
whom = are moſt endear 


[ng of his Love, his Care and Cone i 22 
0 


55 placable and revengeful, whoſe Temper is not 


than to Judgment, and is more ready to forgive 


haviour. TO TSS uh His CODE» 


Conſtitytion has. he. ioraded} Has 

upon. the DoUrines or 045 

2 has, he dealt unfair # £64 the! 
uſtoms, and Uſages che Stare? H 


maigtain them all? And have wWe ag, 125 
continued Series of Royal, rep ah} rt conh 75 


20 and ſhew his T 
his be Pe 3 


the ſame, Extremitics, even th 
d, and whoſe em: : 


ties are moſt e to 124 A ad 
his, F 


open to all Ge re 5nd 
dur Addreſſes? How gracious arg t 


LY 
ds to. 
VF ; _ \ * + * 


at he gives? Fg affectionate 


wes, at a time when Indignities Ate Ha 
rd, When Faction runs high, and R 
. rant and domineering. 
Gan this Prince be an Oppteſſor, err _ : 


ruffled in the height of theſe repeated Provoca- 
tions, who can eat Peace to his People, tho? 
they have. War in their Hearts? Who lle the 
God. he repreſents, is more inclin'd to Mercy 


than to puniſh, tho he is provoked every D? 

Whatever is extraordinary, or more than We 
have been us'd to in his ( overnment at this 
Juncture, is not owing to his Choice, but to 
Neceſſity, to our r ſelves, to our Adee Ber 


p * * * : a : . 
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preſent Rebellion, (rinfidered, 1 5 
The Laws of Nature, of the Land, and of 
God; allow a King, as well as his People, in 


the neceflary Methods of Defence; and it would 


be an unpardonable Neglect in the 


Condition, when a Rebellion was adtaally bigan 
at home, and an Invaſion threatewd Sow abroad; 
and the Iniquity of thoſe Men is as unp rdon- 
able; who inſinuate their Fears and ſealduſies 


upon that account, inſtilling Apprehenſions of 


Oppreſſion and Tyranny, and all che well Con: 
ſequences of a ſtanding Force,” - 
And therefore 822 us tale a view of him in 
his own native Country, ſee him there encom· 
paſs'd always with an, armed Holt, ever ready 
to execute his Commands, or his Ven eance ; 
ſce him there inveſted with Arbitrary Power, 


1 As of Tyr upon him. 

hat Acts of Tyranny, Cruelty, or Oppreſ- 
fon have his Enemies here been able to charge 
ie with? They would have told us theſe with 


leaſure and Aggravation, it any ſuch they 


could have found: But the Grief and Tears 


bis Subjects, when he parted from them, ſulli- 
ciently convince us that they had nothing of 
this ta complain of; and why ſhould we ima- 


gin that his Subjects here at home ſhall not find. 
from him, with this ſmall additional temporary 
Authority, the ſame Lenity, Juſtice, and Good- 


neſs, which made him lov'd and ador'd by his 


Jubjects abroad, even in the Plenitude or Ful- 
neſs of Power uncontrouPd? | 


rnin 
Fart of a Nation, to leave it i 4 een 


under no Reſtraint, but what his on Wiſdom, 


There 


* 
\- 


+» The Prone f the” 


There is a 2d Pretence for this unnatural Re. 
bellion, and that is, N 
The Security 2 the Church of Er | 
In truth, I am almoſt aſham'd to mention 
it, it is ſuch an unaccountable Impoſition, ſuch 
an Indignity done to common Underſtanding, 
that that Provocation only, abſtracted from all 
other Conſiderations, ſhould methinks be e. 
nough to kindle our Reſentment, and deter- 
mine every one to arm againſt them. It is as 
modeſt to call upon us to believe Tranſubſt an. 
tation, as it is to call upon us to believe, that 
our Church will be more ſecure under a Popiſt 


er 


than under a Proteſtant King. 


But whence is this ſurprizing Security to a- 
riſe? They tell us, from the Obligations he will 
t himſelf under upon his Acceſſion; and will 
= perform thoſe Engagements, when he finds 
bim ſelf fixt and well ſettled? 
If he does, he has been ſtran ely mien 
ſented, and is no Papiſt; or if he is a Papifh, 
it would be barbarous and unchriſtian in his 
Subjects to inſiſt upon them, becauſe accord» 
ing to the ruling Principle of the Popiſb Faith, 
thoſe Engagements with Hereticks, unleſs bro- 
ken, would fink him deep i into the Miſeries of 
the Dam d. 
And is it to be imagin'd, that a Man ſo bi- 
gotted to his Religion, that a Crows cannot 


_ tempt him to change it, and that purely upon 
the (core of Conſcience, and the Fears of Hell, 
can ever be ea upon to defend a Church, 


O 


or one its Members, which are both equal. 
ly the Averſion of his Soul, conſider'd as Pro. 


5 telant, when he really believes that Eternal 


Miſery will be his Portion if he does, and E- 


ternal . 1 his Reward if he does not. 


What other Motive but this did induce that 
poor, unhappy, miſguided Prince, whom he 


calls his Father, to deal ſo madly with his Peo- | 


ple, as he did ? Fog 
Tou will all recollect, when the Bill Ex- 
clufion lay before the Legiſlature, the Apprehen- 
ſions of Danger to the Church, from the ReJi- 


gion of the Heir apparent, was one of the chief 


Cauſes of it. When the Zeal and Power of 
the Promoters of it ſeem'd to promiſe Succeſs, 
an Expedient 


to ſcreen the Church from all the Dangers 


that could ariſe; Aſſurances were given, Pro- 
miſes made, ſuch as prevaiPd at that Junc- 


ture, and put a ſtop to that remarkable Pro- 
| ceeding, after a Struggle of more than two 


Years. In due time, the then Heir apparent 


| became King, was crown'd, and ſubmitted to 
all his Promiſes, rene wid and confirm'd in the 


moſt ſolemn manner: He ty'd himſelf in all 

the ſtricteſt Bonds of Honour, Conſcience, and 

|S Religion: He made a Covenant at the Holy 

Table, before the Congregation of his People, 
and in the Preſence of God, that the Church 

of England ſhould ever have his Defence and 

Protection, that the Laws of our Land ſhould 


be the Rule of his Reign. | 


preſent Rebellion, confider'd, 17 


as offer'd, Methods propog'd 


ene —ͤ̃ em. 


18 I )be Pretences for the 
But alas | the Oaths and Covenants were al] 
| deceitful as the Brooks, and as the Streams of 
the Brogks they paſt away. It was not long 
before he perſecuted the Church, broke 85 
her Eſtabliſhment, and diſputed every Article 
of her Creed: It was not long before he in- 
vaded the State, trampled: upon our Statutes, 
deſpis*d our Laws, aud fold himſelf to work 
Wickedneſs in the Sight of Gd. 
VU pon this Head it is juſt and equal to re- 
mind you, that his Hiſtory is a fair Caution to 
us for the future; it is written for our Inſtruction, 
and wie are to learn by it never to put our Truſt 
in one, whoſe Religion enjoins Perjury, makes 
the Breach of Oaths and Covenants with Pro- 
teſtants highly meritorious, and one Way to 
Salvation. E 
But they tell us, that the Perſon for whom 
they are called to rebel, having ſeen the Errors 
of this King, and known his Fate, will be 
careful to avoid them, and dread the Steps 
which brought that Fate upon him. 
Alas! if he is ſincere in his Religion, as we 
have no Reaſon to doubt, thoſe Errors are all 
Good Works, and the Conſequences not azhaf- 
P but full of Merit, and to be courted by 
every good Catholick : Theſe he believes have 
rais'd him among the 'B/eſſed ones above, and 
the Knee is bow'd to him daily, as to one of 
the moſt powerful Saints of Glory. And how 
can we believe, that he will not follow an 
Example he ſo much honours, or that he is not 
as ambitious by the ſame Methods of gion: 


| gratulate your Happineſs 


preſent Rebellion, confidered. 19 
his Place in Heaven, as he ſeems to be of his 
Throne here on Earth? = 


How vain therefore is this Security? How = 


— a Contradict ion in its own Nature? And 
io unable ſure to prevail upon the ſoteſt Un- 
derſtanding ! Certainly, they offer it only as a 
Tryal of our Faith, If we can believe this, they 
will rightly conclude us ſuſceptible of any Im- 
preſſions, and that the wildeſt Tenets, and moſt 
ſhocking Doctrines of Popery, will find our ea- 
fie and ready Aſſent, the chiefeſt Thing they 
aim at, and the diſcovery of it will be a great 


_ Satisfaction, as well as a huge Encouragement 
to go on. 5 
And therefore as the Church can have no Se- 


curity from this Quarter, bie me leave to con- 
that ſhe wants none. 
That we are oppre/#d, and that the CHurch 


is in Danger, they tell us in general Terms; 
had there been any real Inſtances of either, un- 


doubtedly their Accounts would have been ſpe- 


cih, and we ſhould have known the Parti- 
culars. But a general Aſſertion is of ſome uſe 


in a Rebellion, it makes ſome Impreſſion upon 


| theleſs penetrating, and is an Advantage they 
think muſt not be loſt. e 


It is greatly Happy for us, when our Church 


is declared in Danger, that we cannot eaſily 


perceive it; the only Danger ſhe is in, is from 


| thoſe Falſe Brethren, that have rebell'd againſt 


her; from theſe indeed they have in ſome 


meaſure ſecur*d us, by receiving ſome of the 
guilty Leaders into their own Arms, and di- 
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ſtant Countrys, and animating the reſt to ſuch 
wild, impracticable Attempts as will certain- 


n 
» . — 9 4 1 
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ly deſtroy them in the End. 
ea other Danger, it is yet hid from 


1 our Eyes, Her Eſtabliſhment is yet firm, and 
A untouch'd, the Laws for her Privileges, and 
Wy | Prerogatives in full Force, receiving every Year 
from Authority repeated Aſſurances, which 
are ſo many freſh collateral Securities; the ge- 
nerality of us are andear*d to her, beyond the 
poſſibility of changing. Our Hearts, our Minds, 
our Souls, are tied down to her, and all our 
Strength at Hand to defend her in perillous 
J e 7 
Where then is the Danger? From whence 
does it proceed? From the King? Good God! 
Are all the ſozzd Members of the Body united 
Wh || in one Intereſt, and does the Head conſpire a- 
1 gainſt them? Fatalis quædam Calamitas inci- 
diſſe videtur! Some fatal Infatuation ſeems to 
have ſeiz'd the Minds of Men! And that God 
had given us over to believe a lie. . 


0 | | I) he Church and Monarchy of England are 


1 ſo neceſſarily oblig'd to each other, their ſeve- 
\ | : | . 7 7 | . 
__— ral Intereſts fo link'd and interwoven, that it 


is morally impoſſible for either of them to ſub- 

- in their preſent Glory, if ſeparated and di- 
In a juſt Senſe of this, as well as mov'd by 
his Inclination and Judgment, our wiſe, and 


18 | gracious Sovereign, has not been wanting in 
|" Bi any ſingle Evidence of his ſincere and hearty 
[4 | Attachment to her, I wiſh I could ſay her 1 
EEE At e 


- Favour and Protection; the Time of his Coro- 
nation was ſpent in binding his Conſcience, his 


preſ aut Rebellion, confidered. 21 
had been careful to give equal Teſtimony of 


their ſincere Adherence and Affection to Him. 


The firft Advances to his Reign, were at- 
tended with all imaginable Aſſurances of his 


Soul, and all that was dearand valuable to him 


in the ſtrongeſt Ties that Man or God could re- 


uire of him, which he yielded to with Chear. 
fulneſs and Pleaſure, with an Alacrity peculi- 


ar enough to convince the moſt ſuſpicious, 
the moſt jealous of his Subjects, and what 


Pains has he taken ſince, to ſhew the Sincerit 


ol his Faith by his Works ? Attending publick- 
ly our Preaching, our Prayers, our Sacraments, 


expreſſing daily his entire Reconciliation, and 
his regard to them Superiour to all other Ordi- 
nances whatever. 


- With what Endearments, with what Grace, 


and Favour did he receive the. Addreſſes of the 
Clergy of London, of the Univerſities, of the 


Convocation? How remarkably gracious were 
his Anſwers, how full of comfortable Aſſuran- 


ces, how becoming a good King, and a true 

Father of his People ? How chearfully did he 

recommend to his Parliament upon our Petiti- 

on, the providing a Maintenance for the Mini- 
ſters of new erected Churches? How generouſ- 
ly, purely for the Encouragement of Learning, 

did he preſent to the Loyal Univery/ity of Cam- 
Fridge, one of the nobleſt, and beſt collected, 
private Libraries in Europe? How does he de- 


light to do us good? He ſeems to love, he de- 


ſires, 


22 The Pretences for the 
fires, he waits to be gracious to our Sion. 
Where then are thoſe Ingrates, where are 
thoſe ſpots and ſtains to our Holy Church ? Is 
ĩt poſſible that after all he Benefits he hath done 
unto us, after all the Certainties of future Ser- 
vices; that they ſhould, like the perverſe, in- 
ſenſible eg, 1 {till to declare, act this 
Man but Barabbas? e 
Unhappy Choice! Fatal Reſolution ! So de- 
ſtructive in it ſelf, that ſure you do not want 
much Exhortation to guard againſt it, and a- 
gainſt the Men that would draw you into it. 
When ſuch a Change is offer'd at, as this, 
which I have been mentioning, you want not 
certainly to be perſuaded, not to meddle with 
them that are given to it. Ws HEY 
" Not to meddle, that is, not to bear any part 
with them directly, or indirectly, not to be- 
lieve or ſpread their Libels, not to join in their 
Revilings, not to conceal the Deſign, not to 
aſſiſt with our Counſel, or our Money, not 
to give Encouragement, to it by Word, or 
Deed; the contrary to which, according to the 
various Expoſitions of the Word, is to meddle 
with them that are given to Change. 
And here if I had not already ſwelPd this 
Diſcourſe to its juſt Limits, T would urge you 
not to meddle in this Change, from the To- 
picks of common Honour, common Gratitude 
both to God and the King, common Intereſt 
as Subjects, and common Conſcience as Chri- 
ſtians; but theſe are Subjects too copious to be 
undertaken towards the cloſe of a De 
r 1 4 


peireſent Rebellion, confidered, 23 
which you already wiſh at a full ſtop. 
But yet I cannot forbear offering to your 
Conſideration this Particular: VT EY 
How great the Reflection is upon us, how 
much we ſuffer in the Eſteem of Exrope; we 
who pride our ſelves in the Title of the Bal- 
lance of Europe; we who are lookt upon as a 
great and a Wiſe Nation, have expoſed our ſelves 
juſtly to Reproach, Contempt and Scorn, 
What can the Neighbour Nations think of 
ſuch an unſettled, wavering, inconſtant Peo- 
ple? What Prince can wiſely venture upon 
any Conventions or Alliances with us, who are 
ſo fluctuating and unſteddy in our Affections, 
and in every Particular of a Subject's Duty? 
Poſterity will hardly believe, after we had 
Enacted, Guaranteed, Invited, Received, 
_ Crown'd a Prince our King, Sworn to him, 
abjur'd his Enemy, and all this with Unanimi- 
ty, with all the Acclamations of Joy and Tranſ- 
port, that in the Courſe of a few Months our 
Behaviour forc'd him to ſtand ſurrounded with 
an armed Hoſt, to call his Ships from their 
peaceful Harbours, not only for the Security of 
bi Government, but even of his Royal Perſon, 
even of his Royal Iſ#e, whom he threw into 
our Arms, and confided in the Honour of his 
Kingdom for their Safety; and all this becauſe _ 
the 15 of his Laws perſued ſome popular 
Fugitives, who now ſcreen themſelves under 
the Wings of Popery, and act in concert with 
the Enemies of our Repoſe, and the Pretender 
to our Crown. ic ſb! 5 4 105 God 
„ God 
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py | | God has frequently, and very ſignally deli. 
/* |  verd this Church from the Invaſions of Pope. 
* B81 ry, from the ſecret Plots and deep-laid Conſpi- 
racies -of the Sons of Rome, not only in the 
TOY before us, but in the Years nigh un- 


6 


to us, and even this preſent Time. 

The Death of that Old Monarch in the Na. 
1 tion beyond us, who has ſo long been a Rod 
1 in the Hand of God to chaſtize this Nation, 
110 and vex Europe; his Death at this time, when 


FSI he had form'd a-Confpiracy (I am aſham'd to 
BY 2 20 PE” ” s £ +. -D | 
"B mention his Confederates) to invade our Coun. 
[|| try, and place a Papiſt on the Throne js a | 
FF mighty Inſtance of God's Favour, how much 
his Providence is concern'd for us, and how he 
if delights to fave and defend his Church and 
=O CEE 
Ig |! Had nothedy'd, the Sword had been drawn 
yg || throughout the Kingdom, and ve cannot ſay 
WK Which of us would have been left alive; and 
1 therefore ſince God has done ſo much for our 
I Safety, let us co-operate with his Providence, 
lf | and do ſomething towards it our ſelves; let us 


1 all ftand up as one Man, in defence of our 
1 Laws, our Religion, and our King. Let us 
obey the Calls of Honour, Gratitude, Intereſt, 
and Conſcience; let theſe drown the Murmur- 
ings of the Diſaffected, the Noiſe of the Facti- 
ous, and the Clamour of the Rebellious ; let 
no fly Inſinuations, artfully contriv'd to de- 
celve, have any effect upon us; let no Promiſes 
from the Quarters of Papiſts prevail with us 
to meddle, or to fide with them 
. e I have 


ha. 
my | 


defence of it. 


1 to this old Enemy, * ſo long ſlept, and 


preſet Rebellion confidered. x 
I have told you that this Church has felt the 
heavy Hands, and known the naughty Hearts 


of Popiſh Kings; no Oaths, no ſacra mental Ob- 


ligations have been able to hold them; all the 
Sacred Bands have been broken through, and 


our Fathers have groan'd under Tyranny and 
' Perſecution, when they vainly flatrer'd them- 
ſelves with Liberty and Freedom. 
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And therefore if you have any Love for your 


ſelves, for your King, for the Proteſtant Reli- 
| gion. M let us guard againſt all the Encroach- 
ments that the Pretender to the Crown can 
make upon us, either by his Friends from a- 
broad, or his Abettors here at home; and this, 
if we are brought to that unhappy Neceſſity, 


it is our Duty to do, by Force of Arms ; the Ag- 


greſſor may be {lain by the Laws. of God and 


the King ; it is the Cauſe of Liberty, of Reli- 
gion, of our Souls; and therefore Life, ' Eſtate, 
and all that 18 dear, muſt be put to Hazard, in 


But there is a Way, I believe, even yet, to 
prevent theſe ſad, theſe fatal Extremities ; we 


4 


may defeat the Rebels, without Sword, with- | 
out Blood; and that will be by calming our 


Paſſions, giving a new Turn to our Tempers, 
reſolving againſt any evil Inclination to ouc 


 Governours, and joining heartily with them, 
and acquieſcing in their Adminiſtration, 


Want of Unanimity is the firſt Cauſe of all 


dur Evils, and will infallibly ruin us at laſt; 


our Divizozs only gave new Life and Courage 


26 be Pretences for ib 
as it were, in Death. Our oAuimg rie, alone 
have call'd him from among the Tomb s, ' and 
unleſs we allay them, he may Rape perhaps 


amongſt us, like the Damoniack in the Goſpel, 
beyond a poſſibility of being bound, or chain'd © 
J / . 
Mien, Brethren, and Fathers, let us conſi- 
der fairly with our ſelves, what it is that we 
Quarrel about, what the chief Occaſion is of 
this great Breach ſo ſcandalous to our Church, 
ſo deſtructive to our State; and it will appear 
ſo frivolons, that you cannot poſſibly continue 
a in (6 0 ed Hs Rs 
We that are inferiour People muſt be go - 
vern'd; and while the Con/titation is the Rule 
of Power; ſhall the Diſpute be, who, under the 
King, ſhall govern? Shall our Affection to par - 
ticular Men, ſuppoſe them truly Good, ſet us 
2 - float in a Sea of Blood, and open a vide Paſ- 
lage for inevitable Deſtruction?ʒ̃o d 
Have you any Notion of a Civil War, your 
Treaſury exhauſted, your Banks plunder'd, 
your Trade decay d, your Company's bank- 
krupt, your Shops rifled, and the various Species 
bf Stocks, ſunk, run down and loſt ? Have you 
any Idea of Fields flow'd with Blood, your 
Streets pa v'd with the Carkaſſes of Fellow Ci- 
©  bizens, your Wives and your Daughters torn 
from your Sides, and made a Prey ta enrag'd 
undiſtinguiſhing Soldiers? Think that you lee 
this beautiful, and ſpacious City burnt, de- 
ſtroy'd, made a ruinous Heap, attended with 
all thediſmal Horrors of Fire, and Sword, — 
20 8 8 ä "7 om 


w 
* =» 
-"# . 


 * X& aw rr. SS VT 


a cw J4H&# 


reſent Rebellion conſdered. 
ki Fellow Countrymen, Fellow Subj ets 


! 


If yon can frame in your Ima; gination a Land. 


Fellow Proteſtants. 


skip of this, you will ſurely avoid every Thing, 
| thit does in "ahi ſeaſt tend towards it; you 


would. certainly never follow any diſcontent- 
ed Leader in thoſe Paths that eren 5 As 
2 all this Miſery, and carry an to fo much 
Ruin, you would then certajoly ſeek Peace, 
hes l gene. certainly before it be tog late 
ent 

Wale the Government of this Prizefiant 
Prince you m er oy if you will; under the 
Government of a Papiſt, ybu never will, you 
never tan be; and Wende let us all join bear: 
tily in this Prayer, That God zoos be pleas's ta 
rive our. Ning a Jong Life, an happy 40 undi. 


. ſturlPd Re Reign Toe us, that ev: would . diſpoſe the 


Hearts of all his Subjects to Denon! Unity, 


and Peace; that he would confound the Devices 


of all*htis Enemies ; that Bleſſings may ever ate 
tend his Royal Ile, that his Seed may multiply 


in the Land, and his illuſtrious Houſe not want 


a Man to ſtand before us as Our Bog tor wer. 
Ate, Mein: £5 8 5 
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Sermon, Preach'd at the Conſecration ot 
2 the Right Reverend Father in God, Ri. 
chard, Lord Biſhop of Gloceſter. At the Arch- 
Biſhop. of Canterbury's Chapel in His Grace's 
Palace at Lambeth; On Sunday: Fan. 16, 1742, 
By William Burſcough, M. A. Chap lain to His 
Grace the Duke of Rutland, and Fellow of Wad- 
ham College iz Oxford. ea. 
The Duty of "Praiſe and. Thankſgiving. A 
Sermon Preach'd before the King, at the Roy- 
al Chapel at St. James's; an Sunday, May the 
29th, 1715. Being the $141 gl; the Re- 
ſtoration of the, Royal Family. By William 
Burſcough, M. A. Chaplainto His Royal High. 
| meſs the Prince, aud Fellow of Wadham College 
JJ. ao opts 
St. Paul's Charge to Titus, the Duty of every 
Miniſter. A Sermon Preach'd at the Aſſizes at 
Che 4, eAwguſt 11th, 1715. By William 
But ler, Miniſter of St. Helens near Biſhopſoate. 
The Great End and Deſign of Chriſtianity; 
In a Sermon preached by the Learned and Re. 
verend 2, Cradocꝶ, D. P. late Provoſt of Es- 
r > of ct, SRO 
be Miſery of Chriſtians without @ Future 
State; and their Happineſs with it. A Ser- 
mon Preacl'd at St. James's Chapel on Ja- 
mary the 29th, 1709. By Wiliam Baker, 
D. P. Fellow of Wadþam Callege in Oxford. 
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